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Sound teacher’s notes 
A workshop for P4-7
Duration: 30 minutes
Maximum numbers of pupils per workshop: 20
A brief introduction
A hands-on session to demonstrate that sound is a vibration and travels in waves
What to expect

The children will sit in groups of up to 5 groups of 4. The children will use a variety of equipment to show sound is a vibration and will look at how sound travels. Children will be expected to listen throughout the workshop and take turns with equipment.
What is covered
· Sound is a vibration
· Sound travels in waves

Curriculum for Excellence links

It is intended that the workshop will help work towards the following outcomes

Science
· SCN1-11a  By collaborating in experiments on different ways of producing sound from vibrations, I can demonstrate how to change the pitch of a sound

· SCN2-11a  Through research on how animals communicate, I can explain how sound vibrations are carried by waves through air, water and other media
· SCN1-12b  I have explored my senses and can discuss their reliability and limitations in responding to the environment
Ideas, Skills and Attitudes

We develop our sessions with a focus on the ideas, skills and attitudes that we would like participants to gain from them.

Ideas

· Sound is a vibration
· Sound travels in waves
Skills

· Small group discussion and cooperation
· Listening
· Using trial and error to answer questions. E.g. how to make the music box louder
Attitudes

· A confident attitude when estimating and guessing in science.
Extension work
Making musical instruments from everyday objects from the knowledge gained in the workshop to create a sound story.
Outreach

When we do the sound workshop on outreach we require a chair and a clear table for each pupil with pupils sitting in groups. Due to the setup required we need to be in 1 place for the duration of the visit. We will need access to the room for an hour before the 1st session and half an hour after the last session.
It is important that the lead teacher discusses these requirements with a member of our education team prior to the visit.
Note

This information is designed to help teachers like you when you bring your class to Dundee Science Centre. Please let us know of anything else that you think should be included.
