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How to be a Scientist teacher’s notes 
A workshop for P1-3
Duration: 45 minutes (15 minutes will be required between sessions for turnaround)
Maximum numbers of pupils per workshop: 30
A brief introduction
A hands-on investigative workshop, with ‘real’ scientific equipment and engaging problems to solve!  Pupils wear lab coats and goggles, and use pipettes and test tubes, as they learn how scientists need to be careful and responsible, and use their senses to find answers to problems!
What to expect

The pupils will sit in groups up to a maximum of 6 groups of 5. The pupils will be expected to take turns with equipment and with experiments. The pupils will do an experiment using their senses, one pupil from each group will record the results on a record sheet (these sheets use pictures and records can be ticks/crosses to allow for pupils who are not able to read or write to a sufficient level) and then each group will report back on the results to the whole class. The pupils will be expected to listen whilst other groups are reporting back on their results. 
What is covered
· What are the 5 main senses of humans

· Using the senses (except for taste) to do experiments

· Using simple scientific equipment with care (e.g. pipettes, test tubes, magnifying glasses)

· Recording results and reporting back on results

Curriculum for Excellence links

It is intended that the workshop will help work towards the following outcomes

Science
· SCN0-11a   Through play I have explored a variety of ways of making sound

· SCN0-12a   I can identify my senses and use them to explore the world around me
· SCN0-15a   Through creative play, I explore different materials and can share my reasoning for selecting materials for different purposes
Literacy

· LIT0-02a/ENG0-03a   As I listen and talk in different situations, I am learning to take turns and am developing my awareness of when to talk and when to listen
· LIT1-02a
When I engage with others, I know when and how to listen, when to talk, how much to say, when to ask questions and how to respond with respect
Ideas, Skills and Attitudes

We develop our sessions with a focus on the ideas, skills and attitudes that we would like participants to gain from them.

Ideas

· Knowledge of what the 5 main senses are
Skills

· The ability to use basic scientific equipment with care and precision
· Group Discussion and cooperation
· Recording results and reporting them back to the group
· The ability to follow instructions to do simple scientific experiments
Attitudes

· That new learning challenges can be attempted, overcome and enjoyed
Extension work
Further science experiments can be seen in our demonstrations of ‘Science on the Spot’ which you might have seen during your visit. These experiments use household items so are easy to take into the classroom.
Outreach

When we do the ‘how to be a scientist’ workshop on outreach we require chairs and a clear table for each group of pupils. Due to the setup required we need to be in 1 place for the duration of the visit. As the workshop can be messy it is better to be in a room without a carpet. We will need access to the room for an hour before the 1st session and half an hour after the last session.
It is important that the lead teacher discusses these requirements with a member of our education team prior to the visit.

Note

This information is designed to help teachers like you when you bring your class to Dundee Science Centre. Please let us know of anything else that you think should be included.
