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Recycling teacher’s notes 
A workshop for P4-S2
Duration: 2 hours (15 minutes will be required between sessions for turnaround)
Maximum numbers of pupils per show: 30
A brief introduction
A cross-curricular look at recycling. After an introduction to recycling, pupils work in groups to create a new product from 'recycled plastic' and present it back to the class.
What to expect

Pupils will sit in theatre style and will use voting pads to give their opinion about various issues and establish their existing knowledge. Pupils will also be expected to contribute to whole class discussions. This will last half an hour. The next hour will be spent on a challenge. “Imagine you are a team of inventors for a recycling plant. Design and make a new product from recycled plastic using the polymorph. When you have your product, work as a team to create a slogan, jingle and advertising poster. Ensure you include how environmentally friendly your product is.” The final half hour will be spent on presenting the product back to the whole class. If you would like to do some pre-visit work then you can look at slogans, jingles and advertising posters; what they are, what they contain and what makes them memorable.
What is covered
· What recycling is
· What we can recycle

· What happens to goods once they have gone into recycling bins

· Enterprise and presenting skills
· Team work and co-operation kills

Curriculum for Excellence links

It is intended that the workshop will help work towards the following outcomes

Science
· SCN2-04b   Through exploring non-renewable energy sources, I can describe how they are used in Scotland today and 
              express and informed view on the implications for their future use
· SCN3-04b
By investigating renewable energy sources and taking part in practical activities to harness them, 


I can discuss their benefits and potential problems
Technology
· TCH1-02a  Throughout all my learning, I take appropriate action to ensure conservation of materials and resources, 
            
considering the impact of my actions on the environment
· TCH2-02b  I can investigate the use and development of renewable and sustainable energy to gain and awareness of 
             
their growing importance in Scotland or beyond
· TCH2-01a  When exploring technologies in the world around me, I can use what I learn to help design or improve my        
ideas or products
· TCH2-11a   Through discover and  imagination, I can develop and use problem-solving strategies to    
meet design      
challenges with a food or textile focus
Literacy
· LIT1-02a
When I engage with others, I know when and how to listen, when to talk, how much to say, when to ask questions and how to respond with respect
· LIT2-02a
When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, show that I value others’ contributions and use these to build on thinking
· LIT3-02a   When I engage with others I can make a relevant contribution, encourage others to contribute and acknowledge that they have the right to hold a different opinion. I can respond in ways appropriate to my role and use contributions to reflect on, clarify or adapt thinking
· LIT2-09a
When listening and talking with others, for different purposes, I can: share information, experiences and opinions, explain processes and ideas, identify issues raised and summarise main points or findings, clarify points by asking questions or by asking others to say more
· LIT3-09a
When listening and talking with others, for different purposes, I can: communicate information, ideas or opinions, explain processes, concepts or ideas, identify issues raised and summarise findings or draw conclusions
· LIT4-09a
When listening and talking with others, for different purposes, I can: communicate detailed information, ideas or opinions, explain processes, concepts or ideas with some relevant supporting detail, sum up ideas, issues, findings or conclusions

Social Studies

· SOC1-08a  I can consider ways of looking after my school or community and can encourage others to care for their 
            environment
· SOC2-08a  I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a more 
             environmentally-responsible way
· SOC3-08a  I can identify the possible consequences of an environmental issue and make informed suggestions about 
             ways to manage the impact

Content
Ideas, Skills and Attitudes

We develop our sessions with a focus on the ideas, skills and attitudes that we would like participants to gain from them.

Ideas

· Knowledge of what can be recycled
· Knowledge of what happens to items after they have been put in the recycling bins
Skills

· Team work
· Presentation Skills
Attitudes

· That new learning challenges can be attempted, overcome and enjoyed
· That it is important to look after the environment
Extension work
Work can be done on advertising, what makes a good advert, jingle, slogan and poster. Also looking at how their product can be packaged and painting it if appropriate (try mixing paint with PVA glue for painting the products) and making any finishing touches to the posters etc.
Outreach
When we do the recycling workshop on outreach we require a chair for each pupil and a table for each group to work at. We require access to power supplies. We need a projector and screen though we can provide these if they are not available. We will also be using a water bath which we will need to fill with cold water at the beginning of the first session and empty at the end of the last session. Due to the setup required we need to be in one place for the duration of the visit. We will need access to the room for an hour before the 1st session and half an hour after the last session.

It is important that the lead teacher discusses these requirements with a member of our education team prior to the visit.

Note

This information is designed to help teachers like you when you bring your class to Dundee Science Centre. Please let us know of anything else that you think should be included.
