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Plants are living things teacher’s notes 
A workshop for P1-3
Duration: 1 hour (15 minutes will be required between sessions for turnaround)
Maximum numbers of pupils per show: 24
A brief introduction
A hands-on look at growing which allows pupils to look at growing over different timescales. A messy activity which results in pupils taking away a grass head!
What to expect

The pupils will sit in groups up to a maximum of 6 groups of 4. The pupils will be expected to contribute to whole class discussion and work in pairs to 
What is covered
· What classifies a living thing
· What a plant needs to grow

· Making a grass head, which the pupils will takeaway with them

Curriculum for Excellence links

It is intended that the workshop will help work towards the following outcomes

Science
· SCN0-01a  I have observed living things over time and am becoming aware of how they depend on each other
· SCN1-01a
I can distinguish between living and non-living things. I can sort living things into groups and explain my decisions
· SCN1-02a  I can explore examples of food chains and show an appreciation of how animals and plants depend on each other for food
· SCN0-03a  I have helped to grow plants and can name their basic parts. I can talk about how they grow and what I need to do to look after them
· SCN1-03a
I can help to design experiments to find out what plants need in order to grow and develop. I can observe and record my findings and from what I have learned I can grow healthy plants in school
Ideas, Skills and Attitudes

We develop our sessions with a focus on the ideas, skills and attitudes that we would like participants to gain from them.

Ideas

· The difference between living and non-living things
Skills

· The confidence to ask and answer questions
· Team work
Attitudes

· Wonder and curiosity about the world
· That it is important to look after the environment
Extension work
Further work can be done about living and non-living things. Several worksheets on this can be found at http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/science/science2a.htm and worksheets on plants can be found at http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/science/science2c.htm
Outreach
When we do the growing workshop on outreach we require chairs and a clear table for each group of pupils. Due to the setup required we need to be in 1 place for the duration of the visit. As the workshop can be messy it is better to be in a room without a carpet. We also need a laptop, project and screen though we can provide these if not available. We will need access to the room for an hour before the 1st session and half an hour after the last session.
It is important that the lead teacher discusses these requirements with a member of our education team prior to the visit.

Note

This information is designed to help teachers like you when you bring your class to Dundee Science Centre. Please let us know of anything else that you think should be included.
