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Fingerprints teacher’s notes 
A workshop for P4-S2
Duration: 45 minutes (15 minutes will be required between sessions for turnaround)
Maximum numbers of pupils per workshop: 25
A brief introduction

Learn how police investigators use their sense of sight to identify fingerprint patterns. We all have them, and they are all different! Pupils will have a go at dusting for fingerprints, and take copies of their own fingerprints to take home.
What to expect

The pupils will sit in groups of up to 4 and work in pairs, sharing equipment. The pupils will be expected to contribute to whole class discussions and work collaboratively in pairs.
What is covered

· What fingerprints are
· That we all have unique fingerprints

· Looking at the patterns in their own fingerprints
· How to take fingerprints

· Dusting for fingerprints

Curriculum for Excellence links

It is intended that the workshop will help work towards the following outcomes, contributing to work in the classroom.
Science
· SCN1-14a
By comparing generations of families of humans, plants and animals, I can begin to understand how characteristics are developed
· SCN2-14b
By exploring the characteristics  offspring inherit when living things reproduce, I can distinguish between inherited and non-inherited characteristics
· SCN2-20b
I can report and comment on current science news items to develop my knowledge and understanding of topical science

Ideas, Skills and Attitudes

We develop our sessions with a focus on the ideas, skills and attitudes that we would like participants to gain from them.

Ideas

· Everyone has unique fingerprints
Skills

· The ability to use scientific equipment with care
· The ability to investigate and compare
Attitudes

· Forensics is an important area of study
· Wonder about the human body
Extension work
Look at other areas of forensic science and how they are used to solve crimes. Dundee Science Centre does a workshop ‘Genes in a Bottle’ that looks at DNA extraction, another area of forensic science.
Outreach

When we do the fingerprints workshop on outreach we require a chair and a clear table for each pupil with pupils sitting in pairs. The tables will get a bit messy but will be cleaned at the end of the session. Due to the setup required we need to be in 1 place for the duration of the visit. We will need access to the room for an hour before the 1st session and half an hour after the last session.
It is important that the lead teacher discusses these requirements with a member of our education team prior to the visit.
Note

This information is designed to help teachers like you when you bring your class to Dundee Science Centre. Please let us know of anything else that you think should be included.
